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OUR VIEW

N.C. voters
have choices
for a change
StarNews Editorial Board

A

lot of state legislators got a free pass in 2016.
Of the 170 members of North Carolina’s General Assembly, 73 essentially ran unopposed,
or at least had no major-party opposition.
That won’t happen this year. Following the end of
candidate filings Wednesday, it looks as if only one
Honorable will go unopposed this election year.
Old-timers at the Legislative Building say nothing
like this has happened since 1925 at least.
County and congressional races seem just as competitive. And among local legislators, state Sen. Ted
Davis and Rep. Frank Iler will have to sweat competition in their party primaries.
This can only be good for our democratic-republic
(note the lowercase) way of government — the will of
the people gets expressed not directly, but through
elected representatives. Unless someone thinks one
candidate can somehow reflect the views of everyone,
having actual competitive elections is the way the
system is supposed to work.
For an “off” year — there’s no presidential, gubernatorial or U.S. Senate races at the top of the ballot in
North Carolina — the 2018 election could be one of the
hottest in recent memory.
There’s a good reason elections have cooled off
lately, of course. Thanks to the wonders of modern
computer software churning through voter rolls, politicians are able to custom-tailor their districts to fit,
ensuring that an incumbent has a built-in advantage.
North Carolina, for example, is a “purple” state.
Statewide, Democratic and Republican votes are very
close. Yet Republicans enjoy veto-proof margins in
both the state House and Senate.
Much of this — though not all — is accomplished by
segregating black voters (who tend to lean Democratic)
into as few legislative districts as possible. Federal
judges reviewing a challenge to a North Carolina legislative redistricting plan said it “represents the most
extensive unconstitutional racial gerrymander ever
encountered by a federal court.”
State Rep. David Lewis, chief architect of a new
congressional map, acknowledged that his goal was a
political gerrymander: “I think electing Republicans
is better than electing Democrats, so I drew this map
to help foster what I think is better for the country,”
Lewis said. “We used (redistricting) criteria to gain
(political) advantage.”
He went on to say that he gave his fellow Republicans
a 10-3 advantage only because he couldn’t come up
with a map that made it 11-2. Note: He wasn’t joking.
And maybe he’s right — maybe electing Republicans
is better for the country. Call us old-fashioned, but we
think the voters should make that call and in elections
that are fair. Not to mention, if it’s so obvious to Lewis
that Republicans are the best choice for North Carolina, why does he feel the need to rig the game? The role
of the legislature, after all, is to draw the districts, not
decide the outcome.
That case, by the way, is inching its way toward the
Supreme Court. In the meantime, it’s been hard to find
qualified Republicans willing to run in a “blue” district
or Democrats in a “red” one.
Why should they? The incumbent has a built-in vote
advantage. Contributors aren’t likely to support them
since they’d be throwing money and energy away on a
hopeless cause.
Is that really what we want? Is that what our state
and federal constitutions require?
Eventually, the Supremes will hand down some
ruling on the gerrymandering issue. It would be better
for democracy, though, if voters could clean up this
mess themselves, rather than relying on unelected
judges to do so.
Let the games begin.
N.C. Rep.
David Lewis,
R-Harnett,
knows what’s
best for North
Carolina.
Voters in fair
elections
would just get
in the way.
[ASSOCIATED
PRESS]
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versity, my alma mater. It’s not
just this travesty of sexual abuse
and unethical medical practices
to Dr. Larry Nassar, but
page related
the cover-up and denial by people
who could have made a difference is also quite disturbing.
People who were charged with
protecting the students and
integrity of the university failed
miserably and intentionally.
Sure, the president resigned, but
with benefits that are shamefully exorbitant. The MSU
sports medicine program needs
to claim some responsibility,
too; none of this activity happened in a vacuum. I’m curious,
too, to learn what role the dean
of the College of Osteopathic
Medicine, which appears to be
responsible for the sports medicine program, had in this affair.
What happened to the young
gymnasts will forever remain
disgusting and unforgivable. And
a top-ranked school of medicine
became a safe harbor for this evil.
While alumni cannot undo the
past, we certainly can voice our
displeasure and divert our great
financial support elsewhere.
Dr. Clark Pritts, Supply

Editor’s note: Dr. Pritts is
a family practice physician in the Shallotte area.
Minds ﬁlled with junk
EDITOR: Once again, young
people are killed and we continue
to ask how it can be prevented.
We continue to blame others
for what we have created as a
society. Immediately we beat
the drums that we need new
gun laws. I agree that something needs to be done to make
it more difficult to acquire semiautomatic firearms, but that
alone is not the answer. ...
God is missing in the homes
of children and we have people
like Joy Behar stating that our
vice president must be mentally
ill because he has a relationship
with Jesus. We look to Hollywood

hours of television daily and
spend hours on their cell phones.
Television can be a powerful
influence in developing the values
Pagepeople.
: C02
of the minds of young
We become immune to the
horror of violence and we
begin to accept violence as a
way to solve problems. … Garbage in equals garbage out.
Parents investing in wholesome activities for children
and taking time each day to let
them know you love them and
value is one way we can begin
to change this epidemic.
Joe Pasquarell, Wilmington

Walled out, walled in
EDITOR: Several months ago,
local volunteers, including interpreters, advocates, attorneys
and notaries, met with undocumented immigrant families to
provide legal and quasi-legal
instruments for them to use if
they are arrested and deported.
All the immigrants were
employed. One family owned
a painting business, another
a lawn care company. Some
of the instruments were to
assist them with the disposition of their property — cars,
homes, belongings, etc.
Much more important to these
parents was the question of what
would happen to their children. Any of the parents could
be snatched up at any time and
deported without the opportunity to tell their children goodbye
or to make certain they would
be cared for. Interviewing the
parents was a solemn occasion.
Many cried at this thought. This
is their constant reality. Every
day with their children could be
their last for a very long time.
I hope President Trump builds
his wall. Then once built, I hope
the Mexican government refuses
to take any of the immigrants
Trump is trying to dump on
them. Walls can keep people from
going out as well as coming in.
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Our hierarchy of offend
Leonard Pitts

P

eople were furious that
Breana Harmon Talbott
was raped by black men.
She actually wasn’t, but we’ll
get to that. For now, let’s concern ourselves with the way
some folks responded after
the then-18-year-old white
girl from Pottsboro, Texas,
stumbled into a church last
March clad only in bra, shirt
and panties, bleeding from
cuts and claiming to have been
abducted by three AfricanAmerican men in ski masks.
“This is going to be a brutally honest post,” her mother
wrote on Facebook. “Today
my daughter, Breana Harmon
Talbott, was taken by force by 3
black men. 2 raped her and she
is cut head to toe by a knife.”
The “brutally honest post”
struck a chord with the far right.
Social media lit up with angry
demands for vengeance upon
the nonexistent black men.
“Lord find these animals give them what they
deserve,” said one.
Said another: “IF THE RACES
WERE REVERSED, THIS WOULD
BE NATIONAL NEWS. THESE
MEN DESERVE TO BE HANGED.”
One railed about “black
thugs,” another mused,

“Whites need a mafia ... so if
you want to rape a white girl
like Breana Talbott, the white
mafia finds you and your family and puts you down.”
Actually, they tried that idea
already — it was called the Ku
Klux Klan — but leave that
aside. Instead, let’s confront
the glaring moral hypocrisy at
the heart of all this outrage.
Meaning that these people
were angrier at the idea that the
girl was raped by black men than
at the idea that she was raped.
Again, she wasn’t actually raped
at all. Rather, she staged a crime
— complete with abandoned car
and self-inflicted cuts — after
arguing with her boyfriend.
Police doubted her tale
almost from the beginning.
She was arrested two weeks
later. Last week, she pleaded
guilty to multiple felonies
stemming from tampering
with or fabricating evidence.
But though the case now
stands resolved, that moral
hypocrisy is anything but.
As has been noted before in
this space, this country has
evolved a hierarchy of violence wherein we assess
threats by race and culture.
In that hierarchy, black and
Muslim are automatically dangerous. People outside those
demographic boxes are innocent until proven otherwise.
Consider the carnage in Parkland. The FBI ignored multiple
tips that 19-year-old Nikolas Cruz was planning a mass
shooting. Ask yourself: Would
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