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Moral malpractice?

EDITOR: I am sorely disap-
pointed with Michigan State Uni-
versity, my alma mater. It’s not 
just this travesty of sexual abuse 
and unethical medical practices 
related to Dr. Larry Nassar, but 
the cover-up and denial by people 
who could have made a differ-
ence is also quite disturbing.

People who were charged with 
protecting the students and 
integrity of the university failed 
miserably and intentionally. 
Sure, the president resigned, but 
with benefits that are shame-
fully exorbitant. The MSU 
sports medicine program needs 
to claim some responsibility, 
too; none of this activity hap-
pened in a vacuum. I’m curious, 
too, to learn what role the dean 
of the College of Osteopathic 
Medicine, which appears to be 
responsible for the sports medi-
cine program, had in this affair.

What happened to the young 
gymnasts will forever remain 
disgusting and unforgivable. And 
a top-ranked school of medicine 
became a safe harbor for this evil. 
While alumni cannot undo the 
past, we certainly can voice our 
displeasure and divert our great 
financial support elsewhere.

Dr. Clark Pritts, Supply
Editor’s note: Dr. Pritts is 
a family practice physi-
cian in the Shallotte area.

Minds fi lled with junk

EDITOR: Once again, young 
people are killed and we continue 
to ask how it can be prevented. 
We continue to blame others 
for what we have created as a 
society. Immediately we beat 
the drums that we need new 
gun laws. I agree that some-
thing needs to be done to make 
it more difficult to acquire semi-
automatic firearms, but that 
alone is not the answer. ...

God is missing in the homes 
of children and we have people 
like Joy Behar stating that our 
vice president must be mentally 
ill because he has a relationship 
with Jesus. We look to Hollywood 

more to meet our needs rather 
than to God, who offers peace 
and comfort. On the average 
American children watch four 
hours of television daily and 
spend hours on their cell phones. 
Television can be a powerful 
influence in developing the values 
of the minds of young people.

We become immune to the 
horror of violence and we 
begin to accept violence as a 
way to solve problems. … Gar-
bage in equals garbage out.

Parents investing in whole-
some activities for children 
and taking time each day to let 
them know you love them and 
value is one way we can begin 
to change this epidemic.

Joe Pasquarell, Wilmington

Walled out, walled in

EDITOR: Several months ago, 
local volunteers, including inter-
preters, advocates, attorneys 
and notaries, met with undocu-
mented immigrant families to 
provide legal and quasi-legal 
instruments for them to use if 
they are arrested and deported.

All the immigrants were 
employed. One family owned 
a painting business, another 
a lawn care company. Some 
of the instruments were to 
assist them with the disposi-
tion of their property — cars, 
homes, belongings, etc.

Much more important to these 
parents was the question of what 
would happen to their chil-
dren. Any of the parents could 
be snatched up at any time and 
deported without the opportu-
nity to tell their children goodbye 
or to make certain they would 
be cared for. Interviewing the 
parents was a solemn occasion. 
Many cried at this thought. This 
is their constant reality. Every 
day with their children could be 
their last for a very long time.

I hope President Trump builds 
his wall. Then once built, I hope 
the Mexican government refuses 
to take any of the immigrants 
Trump is trying to dump on 
them. Walls can keep people from 
going out as well as coming in. 

This would be an ironic solution 
to the immigration problem.

Randall Rusch, Wilmington

Unsettling signs

EDITOR: A prescient per-
son once said, “If Fascism ever 
comes to America, It will be 
wrapped in the flag and car-
rying a Bible.” For the first 
time in my rather long life, the 
signs of our Democracy being 
at risk are extremely evident.

Historically, threats to demo-
cratic rule have included extreme 
partisan polarization; weaken-
ing of democratic norms and no 
regard for civility; conflict over 
race and culture; and extreme 
adulation of the military.

To gain a better understand-
ing of the risks at hand, I recom-
mend the recently published book 
by Steven Levitsky and Daniel 
Ziblatt, “How Democracies Die.”

Juanita Winner, Carolina Beach

Liberal gun-haters

EDITOR: I am an American 
born and raised who truly loves 
our country. I don’t need 225 
words to tell you that the Feb. 17 
letter from an Ocean Isle Beach 
writer, “When will we act?,” is 
both laughable and ridiculous. 
Has the writer never heard of a 
bomb? Has he not heard of the 
massacre at the Boston Mara-
thon? Instead he spouts about 
hammers and screwdrivers, etc.

We don’t need more liberal, 
gun-hating, anti-Americans 
in this country. If our enemies 
come here, banging on our doors, 
you will wish you had a rifle.

Gerard Garland, Wrightsville Beach

He understands

EDITOR: Congratulations for 
printing the Nunes memo. Rep. 
Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) did not 
want to release the memo, for he 
thought I would not understand 
it. I understand it all too well!

Ulf Hellsten, Wilmington  

L E T T E R S

P eople were furious that 
Breana Harmon Talbott 
was raped by black men.

She actually wasn’t, but we’ll 
get to that. For now, let’s con-
cern ourselves with the way 
some folks responded after 
the then-18-year-old white 
girl from Pottsboro, Texas, 
stumbled into a church last 
March clad only in bra, shirt 
and panties, bleeding from 
cuts and claiming to have been 
abducted by three African-
American men in ski masks.

“This is going to be a bru-
tally honest post,” her mother 
wrote on Facebook. “Today 
my daughter, Breana Harmon 
Talbott, was taken by force by 3 
black men. 2 raped her and she 
is cut head to toe by a knife.”

The “brutally honest post” 
struck a chord with the far right. 
Social media lit up with angry 
demands for vengeance upon 
the nonexistent black men.

“Lord find these ani-
mals give them what they 
deserve,” said one.

Said another: “IF THE RACES 
WERE REVERSED, THIS WOULD 
BE NATIONAL NEWS. THESE 
MEN DESERVE TO BE HANGED.”

One railed about “black 
thugs,” another mused, 

“Whites need a mafia ... so if 
you want to rape a white girl 
like Breana Talbott, the white 
mafia finds you and your fam-
ily and puts you down.”

Actually, they tried that idea 
already — it was called the Ku 
Klux Klan — but leave that 
aside. Instead, let’s confront 
the glaring moral hypocrisy at 
the heart of all this outrage.

Meaning that these people 
were angrier at the idea that the 
girl was raped by black men than 
at the idea that she was raped. 
Again, she wasn’t actually raped 
at all. Rather, she staged a crime 
— complete with abandoned car 
and self-inflicted cuts — after 
arguing with her boyfriend.

Police doubted her tale 
almost from the beginning. 
She was arrested two weeks 
later. Last week, she pleaded 
guilty to multiple felonies 
stemming from tampering 
with or fabricating evidence.

But though the case now 
stands resolved, that moral 
hypocrisy is anything but. 
As has been noted before in 
this space, this country has 
evolved a hierarchy of vio-
lence wherein we assess 
threats by race and culture.

In that hierarchy, black and 
Muslim are automatically dan-
gerous. People outside those 
demographic boxes are inno-
cent until proven otherwise.

Consider the carnage in Park-
land. The FBI ignored multiple 
tips that 19-year-old Niko-
las Cruz was planning a mass 
shooting. Ask yourself: Would 

the agency have been so lag-
gard had it received the same 
tip about a 19-year-old named, 
say, Muhammad? Doubtful.

Similarly, for many people, the 
notion of this girl being raped was 
significantly less awful than the 
notion of her being raped by black 
men. Would any actual rape victim 
ever feel that way? Would any 
woman ever say, “I feel trauma-
tized, violated and angry — but I’m 
thankful my rapist was white?”

It’s a ridiculous idea, but 
where race and culture are 
concerned, Americans are often 
a ridiculous people. Unfortu-
nately, our hierarchy of violence 
is not just ridiculous, it’s also 
dangerous. In linking certain 
crimes with certain people, we 
miss threats right in front of 
us. Again: consider Parkland.

Talbott understood this hier-
archy, if only instinctively. And 
there is, for African Americans, 
a terrible resonance in what 
she did. No one will ever know 
how many black men have been 
lied into jail — or onto lynch 
ropes — by white girls and 
women just like her. And yes, 
the occasional white man — as 
in the Duke lacrosse team — has 
endured the reverse injustice, 
albeit without the lynch ropes.

Under her plea agreement, 
Talbott will receive probation 
or deferred adjudication. Either 
way, she will see no jail time. 
Nor should we be surprised.

There is a hierar-
chy of justice, too.

Email: lpitts@miamiherald.com

Our hierarchy of off enders
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A lot of state legislators got a free pass in 2016. 
Of the 170 members of North Carolina’s Gen-
eral Assembly, 73 essentially ran unopposed, 
or at least had no major-party opposition.

That won’t happen this year. Following the end of 
candidate filings Wednesday, it looks as if only one 
Honorable will go unopposed this election year.

Old-timers at the Legislative Building say nothing 
like this has happened since 1925 at least.

County and congressional races seem just as com-
petitive. And among local legislators, state Sen. Ted 
Davis and Rep. Frank Iler will have to sweat competi-
tion in their party primaries.

This can only be good for our democratic-republic 
(note the lowercase) way of government — the will of 
the people gets expressed not directly, but through 
elected representatives. Unless someone thinks one 
candidate can somehow reflect the views of everyone, 
having actual competitive elections is the way the 
system is supposed to work.

For an “off” year — there’s no presidential, guber-
natorial or U.S. Senate races at the top of the ballot in 
North Carolina — the 2018 election could be one of the 
hottest in recent memory.

There’s a good reason elections have cooled off 
lately, of course. Thanks to the wonders of modern 
computer software churning through voter rolls, poli-
ticians are able to custom-tailor their districts to fit, 
ensuring that an incumbent has a built-in advantage.

North Carolina, for example, is a “purple” state. 
Statewide, Democratic and Republican votes are very 
close. Yet Republicans enjoy veto-proof margins in 
both the state House and Senate.

Much of this — though not all — is accomplished by 
segregating black voters (who tend to lean Democratic) 
into as few legislative districts as possible. Federal 
judges reviewing a challenge to a North Carolina leg-
islative redistricting plan said it “represents the most 
extensive unconstitutional racial gerrymander ever 
encountered by a federal court.”

State Rep. David Lewis, chief architect of a new 
congressional map, acknowledged that his goal was a 
political gerrymander: “I think electing Republicans 
is better than electing Democrats, so I drew this map 
to help foster what I think is better for the country,” 
Lewis said. “We used (redistricting) criteria to gain 
(political) advantage.”

He went on to say that he gave his fellow Republicans 
a 10-3 advantage only because he couldn’t come up 
with a map that made it 11-2. Note: He wasn’t joking.

And maybe he’s right — maybe electing Republicans 
is better for the country. Call us old-fashioned, but we 
think the voters should make that call and in elections 
that are fair. Not to mention, if it’s so obvious to Lewis 
that Republicans are the best choice for North Caro-
lina, why does he feel the need to rig the game? The role 
of the legislature, after all, is to draw the districts, not 
decide the outcome.

That case, by the way, is inching its way toward the 
Supreme Court. In the meantime, it’s been hard to find 
qualified Republicans willing to run in a “blue” district 
or Democrats in a “red” one.

Why should they? The incumbent has a built-in vote 
advantage. Contributors aren’t likely to support them 
since they’d be throwing money and energy away on a 
hopeless cause.

Is that really what we want? Is that what our state 
and federal constitutions require?

Eventually, the Supremes will hand down some 
ruling on the gerrymandering issue. It would be better 
for democracy, though, if voters could clean up this 
mess themselves, rather than relying on unelected 
judges to do so.

Let the games begin.

O U R  V I E W

N.C. voters 
have choices 
for a change

Scott Nunn, Opinion editor
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N.C. Rep. 
David Lewis, 
R-Harnett, 
knows what’s 
best for North 
Carolina. 
Voters in fair 
elections 
would just get 
in the way. 
[ASSOCIATED 

PRESS]


