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The Arts in Wilmington 
Awards are Jan. 20 at 
Expo 216

By John Staton
StarNews Staff

Groups and individuals who 
excel in and support the arts will 
get some time in the spotlight 
this weekend when the second 
annual Arts in Wilmington 
Awards are held Saturday, Jan. 
20, at Expo 216 in downtown 
Wilmington. Tickets are $25.

The awards are meant to 
honor many forms of excel-
lence in the arts, said Craig 
Stinson, who runs the arts 
advocacy group Arts in Wilm-
ington organization and the 
new Arts Friendly Foundation 
the awards will benefit.

“We’ve got a pretty amaz-
ing creative community in 
town and we just wanted to do 
something to recognize artists 
and and organizations,” Stin-
son said.

This year’s honorees are:
Ashley Barnes, 2018 Indi-

vidual Artist: 
Barnes, owner 
a n d  a r t i s t i c 
director of The 
Dance Element 
in Wilming-
ton, is a dance 
instructor 
who also per-

forms in numerous productions 
throughout the year.

Opera House Theatre Co., 2018 
Organization: With its annual 
season of musicals at Thalian 
Hall, Opera House has been a 
force on Wilmington’s theatrical 
scene since its formation in 1985.

Tracey Varga, 2018 Individual: 
V a r g a ,  w h o 
runs Forward 
Motion Dance 
Company, 
s t a g e s  t h e 
multi-disci-
plinary Arts 
in Motion and 
Arts Sensation 

performances at Thalian Hall 
each year. She has produced 
works for Dance-A-Lorus, the 
North Carolina Dance Festival, 
the Wilmington Dance Festival, 

UNCW’s Lumina Festival and 
more.

Spectrum Fine Jewelry, 2018 
Business/Foundation: Spec-
trum, which is owned by Star 
Sosa, celebrated its 20th anni-
versary in 2017.

Leland Cultural Arts Center, 2018 
Government: With art studios, a 
stage, retail space and more, the 
LCAC has become a busy hub 
in the growing Leland area in 
Brunswick County.

There’s a dance-heavy pres-
ence at the awards this year, but 
“last year it was visual arts,” 
Stinson said. “It kind of shifts 
each year.”

No applications were received 
for the arts in education award, 
Stinson said, so that one will not 
be given out.

Alice Sherwood, artistic direc-
tor of Opera House Theatre Co., 
said the award “is a tremendous 
honor. We’re delighted to be 
recognized.”

“We’re 34 years old,” she 
added, “and parts of it get easier 
as you get older and parts of it are 
as difficult as ever. The recogni-
tion really helps.”

The company opens its 2018 
season Feb. 28 with the musi-
cal “Nine,” whose director, Ray 
Kennedy, will accept the award 
for Opera House, Sherwood 
said, since most members of the 
company will be working on the 
second to last performance of 
“Priscilla, Queen of the Desert,” 
which opened for New Year’s 
Eve.

Stinson said part of the pur-
pose of the awards is to get artists 
and groups who might not oth-
erwise meet in the same room.

“I like that we can just come 
together and celebrate what 
everybody is doing, across dis-
ciplines,” Stinson said.

Awards to honor 
local artists, groups

$66 million building will 
hold Health and Human 
Services programs

By Cammie Bellamy
StarNews Staff

WILMINGTON — Stand-
ing proudly at the future site of 
the University of North Caro-
lina Wilmington’s allied health 
building, Charles Hardy cap-
tured  many administrators’ 
feelings.

“What a great day it is to be a 
Seahawk,” said the dean of the 
College and Health and Human 
Services, spreading his UNCW 
scarf like wings.

After years of planning, 
UNCW leaders broke ground 
Thursday on the $66 million 
project, which will house CHHS 
and several programs from the 
College of Arts and Sciences. 
The building will be dubbed 
Veterans Hall in honor of the 
school’s military students and 
alumni. North Carolina’s voters 
approved funding for the project 
in November 2016 as part of the 
$2 billion Connect NC bond.

“I want to thank the voters for 
their great support,” Chancellor 
Jose Sartarelli said. “We simply 
could not be here today without 
their long-standing commit-
ment to higher education in 
North Carolina.”

Construction will take an 

estimated two years, likely 
wrapping in 2020.

Handy said since CHHS was 
founded in 2010, it has ballooned 
from 1,500 students to 3,600. 
Aside from creating critical new 
classroom and faculty space, 
Veterans Hall will hold a clinic for 
healthcare students to get more 
hands-on learning. The building, 
which from the outside will look 
similar to the others in its quad 
— McNeill Hall and the teaching 
laboratory — will also be laid out 
to let students collaborate across 
majors, including the upcoming 

pharmaceutical and healthcare 
administration programs.

“Students will integrate and 
work and collaborate across 
disciplines each and every day, 
providing our graduates with 
a comparable advantage when 
they enter the workforce,” 
Hardy said.

Sartarelli noted that the build-
ing’s name is a tribute to its 
current and founding students 
— when the school opened as 
Wilmington College in 1947, 
three out of four students were 
veterans. Military Times also 
recently ranked UNCW as the 
most military-friendly four-
year school in North Carolina.

Sartarelli said that the building 
is just part of the $125 million in 
construction projects under-
way on campus, and as Veterans 
Hall finally takes shape univer-
sity leaders can look to their next 
capital projects.

In October, Sartarelli laid out 
a wish list of building upgrades 
during a visit by UNC-system 
leaders, plans that include a new 
$54 million science building, $35 
million and $45 million modern-
ization projects at Cameron Hall 
and Dobo Hall, and $51 million in 
upgrades to Randall Library, last 
renovated in 1987.

“This building will change our 
campus, setting into motion a 
new era of campus improve-
ment,” Sartarelli said.

UNCW breaks ground 
on Veterans Hall

UNCW 
Chancellor 
Jose Sar-
tarelli, left, 
and Wilma 
Daniels, 
Chair of the 
UNCW Board 
of Trustees, 
unveil a 
picture of 
Veterans 
Hall during a 
groundbreak-
ing ceremony 
for the Allied 
Health Build-
ing at UNCW 
Thursday. 
[MATT BORN/

STARNEWS]                  

Want to go?

What: Arts in Wilmington Awards
When: 6-9 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 20
Where: Expo 216, 216 N. Front St., 
Wilmington
Info: Tickets are $25. Includes 
includes hors d'oeuvres and beer 
and wine.
Details: ArtsInWIlmington.com

About CHHS

Students: 3,600
Schools: School of Health and 
Applied Human Sciences; School 
of Nursing; School of Social Work
Degrees offered: BA in Athletic 
Training; BS in Public Health 
Studies; BS in Exercise Science; 
BA in Physical Education and 
Health Teacher Licensure; BA 
in Recreation, Sport Leadership 
and Tourism Management; BA in 
Recreation Therapy; MS in Applied 
Gerontology; MS in Nursing; BS in 
Clinical Research; MS in Clinical 
Research and Product Develop-
ment; MS in Nursing: Family 
Nurse Practitioner Option; Doctor 
of Nursing Practice; Bachelor of 
Social Work; Master of Social Work

SOURCE: UNCW

Forum held at UNCW 
on gerrymandering 
and reform

By Tim Buckland
StarNews Staff

WILMINGTON  — Voter 
apathy will continue if North 
Carolina maintains its repu-
tation as among the most 
gerrymandered states in the 
country, an audience of about 
300 heard at a forum on redis-
tricting held Thursday night at 
the University of North Caro-
lina Wilmington.

“There are a lot of Americans 
that are disillusioned” about 
the state of government and 
the way things work, said Tom 

Ross, president of the Volcker 
Alliance, which “advances 
effective management of gov-
ernment to achieve results that 
matter to citizens,” according 
to the organization’s website.

The event was sponsored in 
part by the League of Women 
Voters of the Lower Cape Fear, 
which supports redistricting 
reform, and Ross, who served 
as president of the University 
of North Carolina System from 
2011-16, was the event’s key-
note speaker.

Ross said that, even with 
as noisy the 2016 election 
b e t w e e n  n o w - P r e s i d e n t 
Donald Trump and Demo-
cratic rival Hillary Clinton 
was, roughly half of voters cast 

a ballot.
Part of that apathy, he said, 

is disillusionment caused by 
gerrymandering, which he 
said has created gridlock and 
unwillingness to work in a 
bipartisan manner to solve 
problems.

“The way we’re drawing dis-
tricts now is not, in my view, 
helping our democracy,” Ross 
said. “It’s happening because 
the politicians in power get 
to pick their  own voters 
instead of voters picking their 
representatives.”

He said it results in a system 
of extreme politics where poli-
ticians cater only to their base.

“That’s where they have to 
win. After the primary, they 

don’t have much incentive to 
pay attention to voters in the 
other party. They don’t have 
incentive to pay attention to 
independents,” Ross said.

“It creates a gridlock. It cre-
ates an unwillingness to solve 
problems,” he said.

As Ross was speaking, the 
U.S. Supreme Court granted 
a stay of an order by the 
U.S. Fourth Circuit Court of 
Appeals that ordered North 
Carolina legislators to redraw 
maps designed in 2016 that the 
court had determined were 
unconstitutionally drawn on 
a partisan basis. The appeals 
court had ordered the N.C. 
General Assembly to draw new 
maps by Jan. 24.

Ross said both major politi-
cal parties have engaged in
partisan gerrymandering.

“They are both guilty,” he
said.

Ross said a solution like a
nonpartisan redistricting pro-
cess hasn’t been established
because neither party, when in
power, wants to do something
that would result in a dimin-
ishing of power.

“When you’re in control,
you don’t want to fix it. You
only want to fix it when you’re
out of control,” he said.

Reporter Tim Buckland can 
be reached at 910-343-
2217 or Tim.Buckland@
StarNewsOnline.com.

Redistricting creating ‘gridlock’

Barnes

Varga


