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The Associated Press

Frigid temperatures, 
some that felt as cold as 
minus 30 degrees, moved 
across the East Coast on 
Friday as the region dug 
out from a massive winter 
storm that brought more 
than a foot of snow, hur-
ricane-force winds and 
coastal flooding a day 
earlier.

Forecasters predicted 
strong winds and record-
breaking cold air to hang 
a r o u n d  t h r o u g h  t h e 
weekend.

Jess Flarity, a 32-year-
old visiting a friend in 
Concord, New Hamp-
shire, said the deep chill 
reminded him of his time 
in Alaska.

“I’ve been in minus 60 
before so minus 20 doesn’t 
frighten me,” he said as 
he waited for a bus back 
to Boston Friday. “But I 
did have to prepare, bring 
some extra cold weather 
gear — gloves, boots and 
those kinds of things.”

In Portland, Maine, 
Jeanne Paterak said the 
cold snap revived her wor-
ries about the impact of 
climate change. “We are 
seeing some historic tem-
peratures and everyone 
will be vulnerable,” she 
said as she stocked up on 
milk, vegetables and juice 
at a supermarket Friday 
morning.

The arctic blast could 
make temperatures feel as 
low as minus 15 degrees to 
minus 25 from Philadel-
phia to Boston and make 
residents of states like 
Maryland and Virginia 
shiver from temperatures 
ranging from 10 degrees 
to 15 degrees. The wind 
chill could make it feel like 
minus 35 degrees in the 
Berkshire hills of west-
ern Massachusetts, the 
National Weather Service 
said.

Thursday’s storm packed 
wind gusts of more than 70 
mph (113 kph) and dumped 
as much as 18 inches (46 
centimeters) of snow in 
some places.

It caused school and 
business closings, airline 
and rail service cancel-
lations or reductions and 
thousands of utilities 

outages, many of them 
restored quickly. Some 
ferry services also had to 
be shut down.

Flights resumed at air-
ports along the East Coast 
after hundreds were can-
celed Thursday.

In New Jersey, gusty 
winds carried flames from 
a vacant building across the 
street to two other build-
ings Friday morning. The 
flames also spread to two 
structures adjacent to the 
vacant building, damaging 
a total of five in Newark. 
Two firefighters suffered 
minor injuries.

In the South, the winter 
weather forced portable 
toilets to be put in place 
outside Mississippi’s Capi-
tol after pipes burst and it 
caused iguanas to become 
sluggish and topple from 
trees in South Florida. 
Residents of southeast 
Georgia were treated to a 
rare half foot of snow (15 
centimeters).

In New England, power-
ful winds brought coastal 
flooding that reached 
historic levels in some 
communities.

The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin-
istration confirmed Friday 
that water levels in Boston 
broke the record set during 
a massive blizzard in 1978.

The flooding sent large 
trash containers float-
ing down Boston streets, 
forced the shutdown of a 
subway station as water 
cascaded down the steps 
and prompted rescues of 
people trapped in cars and 

homes by rapidly rising
waters in several Massa-
chusetts communities.

In Scituate, south of
Boston, residents were
spending Friday trying to
dry out their basements
before more frigid tem-
peratures arrived.

L o n g t i m e  r e s i d e n t
Dianne Davis said her
home was completely sur-
rounded by ocean water
that eventually filled her
basement.

“I’ve never been afraid,
but when the water was
coming up over my front
steps, that’s when I said
... ‘OK this is getting seri-
ous.’” said Davis.

At least eight people
died in weather-related
accidents, including a
13-year-old girl who was
sickened by carbon mon-
oxide in an apartment
building in Perth Amboy,
New Jersey.

In Massachusetts, a
worker suffered cardiac
arrest and died Friday while
clearing snow at a Massa-
chusetts Water Resources
Authority facility. And
in Maine, authorities on
Friday said they’re still
searching for a clammer
who disappeared during
the blizzard.

Sunday morning was
expected to bring the
c o l d e s t  t e m p e r a t u r e s
from Portland, Maine, to
Washington, D.C. More
seasonable weather is
expected to return early
next week with tempera-
tures in the high 30s and
near 40s.

Storm gone, but cold will stick 
around through weekend
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G R E E N S B O R O  —  A 
redistricting expert says 
he set no numerical tar-
gets on the percentage of 
black adults in North Car-
olina legislative districts 
he was asked to redraw by 
federal judges now decid-
ing whether to accept his 
alterations.

Nathaniel Persily gave 
a presentation Friday to a 
three-judge panel meeting 
in Greensboro. The Stan-
ford University professor 
is the “special master” in 
litigation challenging state 
House and Senate bound-
aries drawn by Republicans 
at the General Assem-
bly. The judges appointed 
Nathaniel Persily because 
they were concerned new 
state House and Senate 
maps approved by the 
GOP-controlled legisla-
ture last summer failed to 
remove unlawful racial bias 
from four districts.

Lawyers for GOP legisla-
tors say updated maps they 
drew last summer should 
be used in this year’s elec-
tion — not Persily’s. They 
say they didn’t use racial 
data with their updated 
maps, and that Persily 
did, so the GOP boundar-
ies should stand.

The judges didn’t imme-
diately announce a decision 
but are mindful that candi-
date filing begins Feb. 12.

H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e 
d i s t r i c t s  d r a w n  b y 

Republican legislators have 
been challenged in courts 
since 2011.

The judges also said it 
appeared a handful of dis-
tricts in and around Raleigh 
and Charlotte were need-
lessly altered from their 
initial shapes — possibly 
violating the state con-
stitution — when the 
GOP first approved maps 
for this decade in 2011. 
The original maps helped 
Republicans retain and 
expand their majorities, 
making it easier for them 
to enact their conservative 
agenda on taxes, education 
and social issues.

The judges’ directive to 
Persily meant he redrew 
lines for roughly two dozen 
of the 170 General Assem-
bly districts, eliminating 
“all of the constitutional 
infirmities the court has 
identified,” he wrote 
Dec. 1.

The judges — two nomi-
n a t e d  b y  D e m o c r a t i c 
presidents and one by a 
Republican — planned to 
hear arguments Friday 
from lawyers for voters, 
who challenged the 2011 
lines for relying too heavily 
on race, and from attorneys 
for Republican legislative 
leaders.

GOP lawyers already 
have said they expect to 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
C o u r t  i f  t h e  j u d i c i a l 
panel approves Persily’s 
proposal.

Candidate filing for next 

fall’s General Assembly
begins in mid-February.
Democrats, who currently
hold only 60 of the 170
legislative seats, are ener-
gized by their antipathy to
President Donald Trump
and buoyed by their par-
ty’s recent electoral wins
in Virginia and Alabama.
Should Persily’s boundary
changes remain, Demo-
crats could be favored
in a couple of additional
races.

In court filings, Repub-
lican legislators argued
that problems with racial
predominance and consti-
tutional violations cited by
the judges don’t exist in the
maps the General Assembly
approved last August. They
pointed out that no racial
data was used in draw-
ing them. They offered
their own redistricting
expert who could testify
Friday.

Lawyers for the plain-
tiffs wrote that they like
the special master’s rec-
ommendations, which
also lowered the black
voting-age populations
in the four districts where
the judges had found
what they called lingering
racial bias. Persily wrote
that he focused on “race-
neutral criteria,” such as
creating more compact
districts and minimizing
precincts split between
districts. He has presented
data he said backs his
work.

Expert says he didn’t set 
racial targets in district maps

A woman passes an ice-covered fountain in New York’s 
Bryant Park on Friday. Frigid temperatures, some that could 
feel as cold as minus 30 degrees, moved across the East 
Coast on Friday as the region attempted to clean up from a 
massive winter storm. [ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTO]


