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ddress Expert: No ‘racial targeting’
nology in NC district map fixes

moval from 15 years to 10
By Gary D. Robertson
shed previously unlawful
d a misdemeanor from 15
The Associated Press
racial bias from four districts.
five.
Other district changes, the
D R O N I N G O N : North
RALEIGH — The expert judges wrote, appeared to
arolina passed regulawho federal judges asked violate a state constitution
ons on “unmanned aerial
to redraw some North prohibition because they
stems” in 2014, but lawCarolina House and Senate were redrawn when they
akers decided more were
district lines defended his didn’t have to be.
eded to reflect their
final recommendations
Reacting to the draft, a
owing prevalence and
Friday, rejecting Republican lawyer representing GOP
tential criminal use. One
arguments that he created leaders accused Persily of
w law prohibits drones
boundaries with racial pop- creating his own “racial sortom flying close to prisons,
ulation quotas and helped ing” by reducing — without
ls and other correctional
Democrats.
legal justification — the black
cilities. Doing so is a misStanford University law voting-age population in
meanor unless the drone
professor Nathaniel Pers- the four districts where
erator is trying to get
ily released his proposal, the judges still worry racial
eapons or contraband
which altered two dozen of gerrymandering exist. Lawside — that’s a felony.
the General Assembly’s 170 makers said they used no
nother law rewrites the
districts, mostly in the coun- racial data while forming
14 standards to remove
ties in or around Raleigh, lawful maps in August.
exemption for model
Greensboro, Charlotte and
Persily wrote Friday that
rplanes, although their
Fayetteville. Some adjusted he focused on “race-neuwners still don’t need to
districts returned to the tral criteria” like creating
t permits.
shapes that the legislature more compact districts and
LOOK, NO HANDS: Sooner
first drew in 2011.
minimizing precincts split
ther than later, self-drivThe judges will meet Jan. 5 between districts and preg cars could be rolling
in Greensboro before decid- sented data to prove it. Still,
wn roads nationwide, so
ing whether to adopt the he said, it should be expected
new North Carolina law
changes, about five weeks that the black population
ts regulations for “fully
before candidate filing would fall in the districts
tonomous vehicles” in
begins for next November’s when other redistricting
e state. The rules, for
elections. GOP lawmak- principles are emphasized.
ample, say you don’t
ers already have said it was
The “plan is inoculated
ed a driver’s license to
premature for the judges against the kind of attack that
erate such a vehicle if
to hire Persily as a special the legislative defendants
s driving on its own, and a
master, and House Speaker seek to lodge with respect to
ild younger than 12 years
Tim Moore already has sig- racial predominance,” Persd can’t ride inside without
naled map changes could ily wrote. It eliminates “all of
supervising adult. And
be appealed to the U.S. the constitutional infirmities
Supreme Court.
the court has identified.”
hat if the vehicle is cited
r speeding? The owner
Persily produced a draft
Persily’s final plan tweaked
ys the ticket.
three weeks ago designed lines and precincts so that
OTHER LAWS: State law
to address the concerns of only one pair of senators
signed to combat orgaa three-judge panel that — Democrat Gladys Robinzed theft at retail stores
redistricting performed by son and Republican Trudy
s been tweaked to create
the Republican-controlled Wade of Guilford County —
new felony crime for
legislature in August didn’t were put in the same district,
ose who conspire to steal
bstantial amounts. A
minal element required
NORTH CAROLINA ROUNDUP
r a first-degree rape conction has been broadened.
RALEIGH
RALEIGH
here are also new laws
Arguments set in Feb. over
NCDOT approves $4.7 million
otecting hospital
secu2016 NCGA
sessionuse only.
in12/02/2017
state funds for 11 airports
Copyright © 2017
StarNewsOnline.com
- All rightsspecial
reserved. Restricted
Policy &bull; Terms of Service
y guardsPrivacy
from
attack
December 2, 2017 12:38 pm (GMT +5:00)
d prosecuting vandals of
A panel of state judges
State transportation offietrucks and ambulances.
wants to rule early next cials say nearly $4.7 million

compared to several House
or Senate pairs in the draft.
Eliminating all the potential “double-bunking” in
the House was designed to
“avoid even the appearance
of partisanship,” Persily
wrote.
That didn’t stop the
chairmen of the House
and Senate redistricting
committees from blasting
Persily’s proposal as one
that helps Democrats, which
have been in the legislative
minority since the 2010 elections. They want the maps
approved in August used in
the 2018 elections.
The process is “a thinlyveiled political operation
where unelected judges,
legislating from the bench,
strip North Carolinians of
their constitutional right
to self-governance,” Rep.
David Lewis and Sen. Ralph
Hise said in a release.
Persily’s proposal likely
would improve Democratic
chances for winning two or
three more House seats and
two in the Senate. The maps
approved in August kept
Republicans able to retain
veto-proof majorities in the
chambers. But Democrats
are bolstered after successful elections in Virginia last
month.
In a release, state Democratic Party Chair Wayne
Goodwin said Persily did his
job and Republican “efforts
to delegitimize the special master and our judicial
system are dangerous and
destructive.”

hardship, and the commission intends to meet with
every affected facility.
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