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By Gary D. Robertson
The Associated Press

RALEIGH — Age-old 
criminal misconduct and 
challenges from new tech-
nology are addressed in that 
20 North Carolina laws that 
take effect partially or in full 
Friday.

The General Assembly 
passed legislation this year 
agreeing to expand rules or 
crimes addressing drones, 
“revenge porn” and self-
driving cars, in addition 
to pushing through new 
or tougher penalties for 
human trafficking or deadly 
domestic violence. Other 
new legal offenses or pro-
cedures were initiated.

FIGHTING GANGS: Police 
and prosecutors said a 
2008 law addressing gang 
activity and violence was 
difficult to use in pros-
ecuting gang members. 
So lawmakers replaced 
separate felony counts for 
criminal gang leaders or 
members with increased 
penalties for underlying 
crimes if jurors decide the 
offense was committed as 
part of gang activity. New 
language also is designed 
to make it easier to declare 
a business a public nui-
sance because gang activity 
occurs there and shut it 
down.

BRITNY’S LAW: The shoot-
ing death of a Wake County 
woman by her boyfriend 
— the father of her child 
— prompted lawmakers 
to increase the likelihood 
that similar domestic vio-
lence attackers could face 
the most severe category 
of murder for their crimes. 
“Britny’s Law,” named 
after the slain woman, cre-
ates the legal presumption 
that a homicide constitutes 
first-degree murder if the 
slaying was committed 

with malice and the defen-
dant had previously been 
convicted of domestic vio-
lence against or stalking of 
the victim. The defendant 
can attempt to override 
that presumption in court. 
First-degree murder is 
punishable by death or life 
in prison. Britny Puryear’s 
killer pleaded guilty to sec-
ond-degree murder and 
received prison time.

MASSAGE PARLORS: In an 
attempt to thwart human 
trafficking at businesses 
sometimes used as fronts 
for prostitution, the Gen-
eral Assembly created new 
standards and licensure 
requirements for establish-
ments that provide massage 
and bodywork therapy 
services. Portions of the 
law taking effect Friday 
establish a misdemeanor 
crime for a business that 
hires someone unlicensed 
to perform such work and 
make the previous crime of 
human trafficking a more 
severe felony than before.

REVENGE PORN: The state 
already had a law making 
it a crime for someone to 
post nude images of an ex-
lover online without that 
person’s consent and with 
intent to cause harm. Now 
the “revenge porn” prohi-
bition also applies to cases 
in which the nude images 
are disclosed by someone 
who is a stranger to the 
subject.

FRESH START: North Caro-
lina allows people convicted 
of certain crimes to petition 
a court to have those counts 
removed from their public 
criminal record, removing 
obstacles to employment 
or government benefits. A 
new law seeking to stream-
line the process reduces the 
waiting period for someone 
convicted of a first-time 
nonviolent felony to seek 

removal from 15 years to 10 
and a misdemeanor from 15 
to five.

DRONING ON: North 
Carolina passed regula-
tions on “unmanned aerial 
systems” in 2014, but law-
makers decided more were 
needed to reflect their 
growing prevalence and 
potential criminal use. One 
new law prohibits drones 
from flying close to prisons, 
jails and other correctional 
facilities. Doing so is a mis-
demeanor unless the drone 
operator is trying to get 
weapons or contraband 
inside — that’s a felony. 
Another law rewrites the 
2014 standards to remove 
an exemption for model 
airplanes, although their 
owners still don’t need to 
get permits.

LOOK, NO HANDS: Sooner 
rather than later, self-driv-
ing cars could be rolling 
down roads nationwide, so 
a new North Carolina law 
sets regulations for “fully 
autonomous vehicles” in 
the state. The rules, for 
example, say you don’t 
need a driver’s license to 
operate such a vehicle if 
it’s driving on its own, and a 
child younger than 12 years 
old can’t ride inside without 
a supervising adult. And 
what if the vehicle is cited 
for speeding? The owner 
pays the ticket.

OTHER LAWS: State law 
designed to combat orga-
nized theft at retail stores 
has been tweaked to create 
a new felony crime for 
those who conspire to steal 
substantial amounts. A 
criminal element required 
for a first-degree rape con-
viction has been broadened. 
There are also new laws 
protecting hospital secu-
rity guards from attack 
and prosecuting vandals of 
firetrucks and ambulances.

New state laws address 
crimes, new technology

By Gary D. Robertson
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RALEIGH — The expert 
who federal judges asked 
to redraw some North 
Carolina House and Senate 
district lines defended his 
final recommendations 
Friday, rejecting Republican 
arguments that he created 
boundaries with racial pop-
ulation quotas and helped 
Democrats.

Stanford University law 
professor Nathaniel Pers-
ily released his proposal, 
which altered two dozen of 
the General Assembly’s 170 
districts, mostly in the coun-
ties in or around Raleigh, 
Greensboro, Charlotte and 
Fayetteville. Some adjusted 
districts returned to the 
shapes that the legislature 
first drew in 2011.

The judges will meet Jan. 5 
in Greensboro before decid-
ing whether to adopt the 
changes, about five weeks 
before candidate filing 
begins for next November’s 
elections. GOP lawmak-
ers already have said it was 
premature for the judges 
to hire Persily as a special 
master, and House Speaker 
Tim Moore already has sig-
naled map changes could 
be appealed to the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

Persily produced a draft 
three weeks ago designed 
to address the concerns of 
a three-judge panel that 
redistricting performed by 
the Republican-controlled 
legislature in August didn’t 

shed previously unlawful 
racial bias from four districts. 
Other district changes, the 
judges wrote, appeared to 
violate a state constitution 
prohibition because they 
were redrawn when they 
didn’t have to be.

Reacting to the draft, a 
lawyer representing GOP 
leaders accused Persily of 
creating his own “racial sort-
ing” by reducing — without 
legal justification — the black 
voting-age population in 
the four districts where 
the judges still worry racial 
gerrymandering exist. Law-
makers said they used no 
racial data while forming 
lawful maps in August.

Persily wrote Friday that 
he focused on “race-neu-
tral criteria” like creating 
more compact districts and 
minimizing precincts split 
between districts and pre-
sented data to prove it. Still, 
he said, it should be expected 
that the black population 
would fall in the districts 
when other redistricting 
principles are emphasized.

The “plan is inoculated 
against the kind of attack that 
the legislative defendants 
seek to lodge with respect to 
racial predominance,” Pers-
ily wrote. It eliminates “all of 
the constitutional infirmities 
the court has identified.”

Persily’s final plan tweaked 
lines and precincts so that 
only one pair of senators 
— Democrat Gladys Robin-
son and Republican Trudy 
Wade of Guilford County — 
were put in the same district, 

compared to several House
or Senate pairs in the draft.
Eliminating all the poten-
tial “double-bunking” in
the House was designed to
“avoid even the appearance
of partisanship,” Persily
wrote.

That didn’t stop the
chairmen of the House
and Senate redistricting
committees from blasting
Persily’s proposal as one
that helps Democrats, which
have been in the legislative
minority since the 2010 elec-
tions. They want the maps
approved in August used in
the 2018 elections.

The process is “a thinly-
veiled political operation
where unelected judges,
legislating from the bench,
strip North Carolinians of
their constitutional right
to self-governance,” Rep.
David Lewis and Sen. Ralph
Hise said in a release.

Persily’s proposal likely
would improve Democratic
chances for winning two or
three more House seats and
two in the Senate. The maps
approved in August kept
Republicans able to retain
veto-proof majorities in the
chambers. But Democrats
are bolstered after success-
ful elections in Virginia last
month.

In a release, state Demo-
cratic Party Chair Wayne
Goodwin said Persily did his
job and Republican “efforts
to delegitimize the spe-
cial master and our judicial
system are dangerous and
destructive.”

Expert: No ‘racial targeting’ 
in NC district map fixes

RALEIGH
Arguments set in Feb. over 
2016 NCGA special session

A panel of state judges 
wants to rule early next 
year on the legality of a 
special session of the North 
Carolina General Assem-
bly and the laws approved 
during that session that 
scaled back incoming Gov. 
Roy Cooper's powers.

The three judges, meet-
ing Friday, scheduled 
attorney arguments for 
Feb. 21 over whether the 
December 2016 special 
session complied with the 
state constitution. Supe-
rior Court Judge Wayland 
Sermons said the panel 
wanted to make their deci-
sion later that week.

A trial court judge last 
summer wouldn't dismiss 
the lawsuit, which focuses 
on whether there was 
proper or enough notice 
for the session, convened 
the same day another ses-
sion on Hurricane Matthew 
relief ended. Republi-
cans used the session to 
pass several laws affect-
ing Cooper before he was 
sworn on New Year's Day.

HENDERSONVILLE
Police offi cer fatally shoots 
suspect in North Carolina

Authorities say a police 
officer fatally shot a sus-
pect in the parking lot 
of a Walmart in North 
Carolina.

Hendersonville Police 
Chief Herbert Blake said in 
a news release that an offi-
cer who responded to an 
undercover drug purchase 
around 11 p.m. Thursday 
shot a man when he tried 
to escape and appeared to 
be reaching for a weapon in 
his waistband.

Blake said officers pro-
vided first aid until medics 
took him to a hospital, 
where he died. Blake said 
the officer wasn't hurt.

The officer was identified 
as Det. Brandon McGaha, a 
12-year veteran who's on 
paid administrative leave. 
Officials identified the sus-
pect as 32-year-old Rufus 
Cedric Baker of Buncombe 
County.

The N.C. State Bureau 
of Investigation has taken 
over investigation of the 
case.

RALEIGH
NCDOT approves $4.7 million 
in state funds for 11 airports

State transportation offi-
cials say nearly $4.7 million 
in funding is available for 11 
North Carolina airports.

Tops on the list detailed in 
a news release on Friday are 
the airports in Elkin, Fay-
etteville and Greenville.

The Elkin Municipal Air-
port is getting $1.3 million 
for runway extensions. Fay-
etteville Regional Airport will 
receive $1,139,670 for airport 
improvements, and Pitt 
Greenville Airport received 
$1,100,070 for taxiway 
pavement rehabilitation.

The Division of Aviation 
in the N.C. Department of 
Transportation is respon-
sible for state airport and 
aviation system planning 
and development. It also 
provides funding to com-
munities for constructing 
and improving airports 
throughout the state.

North Carolina has 72 
publicly owned airports and 
nearly 300 privately owned 
airports, landing fields, and 
helipads. Ten airports have 
regularly scheduled com-
mercial airline service, and 
two serve international 
destinations.

LINVILLE
Grandfather Mountain pushes 
back against proposed rules

The nonprofit foundation 
that cares for a North Caro-
lina state park has expressed 
concerns over proposed 
changes designed to improve 
public safety and animals' 
quality of life at state zoos, 
parks, education centers and 
rehab facilities.

T h e  G r a n d f a t h e r 
Mountain Stewardship 
Foundation says the habitat 
expansion and taller fenc-
ing proposed by the state 
Wildlife Resources Com-
mission would bear a high 
cost and require relocating 
animals, including cougars, 
as the rugged terrain pre-
vents expansion. Executive 
Director Jesse Pope says 
Grandfather Mountain has 
never been found in violation 
of habitat regulations.

The commission's execu-
tive director, Gordon Myers, 
told The Charlotte Observer 
the rules aren't intended 
to cause any facility undue 

hardship, and the commis-
sion intends to meet with 
every affected facility.

GREENSBORO
Ahead of closure, company to 
hold job fair for plant workers

Cone Denim will hold a job 
fair for about 200 employ-
ees who will lose their jobs 
when a North Carolina plant 
closes at the end of the year.

The Greensboro News & 
Record reports the Cone 
D e n i m  s p o k e s w o m a n 
Delores Sides said at least 
11 textile and other man-
ufacturers will attend 
Wednesday's job fair for 
the employees of the White 
Oak Plant. Sides says more 
than 20 companies have 
expressed interest.

Confirmed attendees 
include Gildan Yarn and 
Ralph Lauren.

Sides says the company 
has supported educational 
seminars and workshops 
for job search assistance and 
resume preparation.

The International Tex-
tile Group announced the 
112-year-old plant's closure 
in October.

Greensboro-based Wran-
gler will sell jeans made from 
one of the last runs of fabric 
milled at a pop-up store 
opening Friday.

GASTONIA
Jail inmate accused 
of sex act using Quran

A North Carolina jail 
inmate has been charged 
with ethnic intimidation 
after authorities said he 
committed a sex act with a 
copy of the Quran.

L o c a l  m e d i a  o u t -
lets, citing jail records, 
report 35-year-old Jona-
than Ross Compton was 
charged Friday while he 
was already being held in 
the Gaston County jail on 
a felony charge of failing to 
appear. He had been in jail 
since Nov. 4.

An inmate told sheriff's 
deputies that Compton 
committed the act with a 
copy of the Quran while the 
two were being held in the 
same cell. A sheriff's affi-
davit showed the inmate 
said Compton then called 
him by a racial slur as well 
as an anti-gay slur.

The Associated Press
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