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T here are plenty of reasons why gerrymander-
ing is a bad practice, but this is the one that 
underlies the rest: When political district 

lines are drawn, politicians’ interests come first and 
the voters’ interests are at best a distant second.

The state Senate redistricting plan did a pretty 
decent job of compacting Democratic Sen. Ben 
Clark’s District 21, which includes all of Hoke 
County and part of Cumberland. As drawn now, the 
Cumberland portion is a bizarre set of tentacles that 
snake into many neighborhoods. The tentacles are 
surrounded by Republican Sen. Wesley Meredith’s 
District 19. The final version of the redrawn map 
turned the tentacles into a sensible, fairly solid block.

But then Clark sought an accommodation from 
his Republican colleagues. He’s building a sec-
ond home in eastern Cumberland County, near 
I-95. His home has been in eastern Hoke County. 
The I-95 location would make for a much easier 
trip to Raleigh. Even though he’s in the minor-
ity party and a frequent vocal critic of Republican 
redistricting, his fellow lawmakers were quick 
to accommodate his wishes, drawing a “pen-
insula” out of the nice, compact district across 
Meredith’s District 19 to Clark’s new home. The 
Senate redistricting committee said it would 
affect about 300 voters, moving them from Mer-
edith’s district to Clark’s. But federal census data 
shows that more than 1,000 people are affected.

The bottom line: A senator’s convenience 
— even if he’s a member of the opposite party 
— is more important to our lawmakers than draw-
ing tight, reasonable legislative districts.

It’s simply a way of doing business that’s long 
been ingrained in our legislative institutions, 
no matter which party is in control. Redistrict-
ing isn’t done to serve the voters. It’s all about 
helping lawmakers get what they want, which 
is mostly getting re-elected and sometimes as 
mundane as letting a senator stay in his district 
after he builds a house that’s outside of it.

The only way we’re going to have elec-
toral districts that serve the voters first is to 
create the nonpartisan, independent redis-
tricting commission that most lawmak-
ers support until their party takes control.

The new maps are heading back for review by the 
three-judge federal panel that found the current 
maps to be illegal racial gerrymandering. If the new 
maps are not approved, it’s possible that the federal 
court will end up drawing the maps. That would 
create more political ferment and might also spell 
the end of the not-yet-renowned Clark Peninsula.

But maybe for once, the vot-
ers’ interests would come first.
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Wrong interests
get put fi rst in
gerrymandering

Purifying history

EDITOR: At the risk of losing 
friends, may I comment on one 
of President Trump’s points in 
both Charlottesville I and Char-
lottesville II remarks, because it 
seemed to me the most intelli-
gent sentence of the entire fiasco 
– “Where does it stop? How 
far back in history do we go?”

Do we initiate an eco-
nomic boycott of Sweden, 
which did not outlaw the slave 
trade until after the U.S.?

If we want to truly protest 
the evil institution, let us shun 
Mali, in Africa, whose capital, 
Timbuktu, was likely the eco-
nomic and intellectual pow-
erhouse of the world as they 
knew it a millennium ago.

The foundation of that evil 
driven GDP was the slave 
trade. Tribal chiefs came from 
all over Africa bartering their 
captives with the wholesalers 
who then sold them at retail 
to their new Arab masters.

Or shall we go more current? 
Shall we destroy FDR monu-
ments for interment of 125,000-
plus Japanese behind barbed 
wire during World War II?

More current, still? Shall we 
make mention at the Martin 
Luther King Memorial his rela-
tionship with Ms. Georgia Davis?

Where does it end, friends? 
Where does it end?

Jack Dunn, Wilmington

Museums best option

EDITOR: As was the writer of 
a letter that was in your paper 
on Aug. 21, I was “…born, 
raised and will die (probably) 

in the South.” My mother’s 
grandfather, James Medicus 
Davis, fought for the Con-
federacy. His honorable war 
record can be found in the New 
Roster of NC Troops, Vol.10.

He enlisted on February 
28,1862, at the age of 19. He was 
in Company A, 44th Regiment, 
Brigade of J. Johnson Petti-
grew. They became part of Lee’s 
Army of Northern Virginia and 
he fought in the battles after 
the loss at Gettysburg until he 
was captured on October 2, 
1864, and imprisoned in Point 
Lookout, Maryland. On March 
28, 1865, he was paroled.

From what my mother told 
me about him, I believe he 
would think Confederate stat-
ues belonged in museums.

I once accepted the fact that 
my town had “white” and “col-
ored” schools, libraries and 
swimming pools. Rearrang-
ing some of the words from the 
hymn “Amazing Grace,” I once 
was blind but in the sixties began 
to see. I agree with your Aug. 
19 editorial, “Will we dare tell 
the entire Civil War story?”

I would like to see the Con-
federate monuments moved 
to museums and statues of 
the heroes and heroines of the 
civil rights movement erected 
alongside them. This genera-
tion needs to learn the truth.

Jane M. Martin, Southport

Monumental task

EDITOR: We certainly need 
more Civil War monuments 
depicting the reality of those 
times and the causes of that war.

They should include 

monuments to the African slave 
tribes who willingly sold their 
brethren into slavery; the Brit-
ish, French, Spanish and Portu-
guese slave ships that brought 
enslaved Africans to the shores 
of North America; the New 
Englanders who profited hand-
somely from the British trans-
atlantic slave trade, especially 
Rhode Island which became the 
center of this trade by 1750; and 
to the Northern abolitionists 
who failed to advance a peaceful 
and practical means of eradicat-
ing African slavery in America, 
and whose war resulted in 
a million dead soldiers and 
civilians, black and white.

And, finally, let us erect some 
monuments to the progressive 
left … so we may remember 
the death and destruction their 
actions have wrought across 
the world, from abortion to the 
banning of DDT and beyond.

Howard Talley III, Wilmington

Athletic victory

EDITOR: Why was $3.5 
million spent on an athletic 
sports arena (stadium) at 
Hoggard High and again at 
Hoggard a multimillion dol-
lar college sized gym (basket-
ball entertainment center)? 
Money ill spent will our kids 
are still in trailer classrooms.

It seems like our school board 
and school superintendent have 
no concept of what educational 
priorities should be for our chil-
dren in New Hanover County.

Egos and athlet-
ics triumph again.

Tom Fisk, Wilmington

A s if recent events 
don’t give us enough 
to worry about, 

now we have a new mis-
sive in The Atlantic from 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden concerning the inci-
dent in Charlottesville.

Biden wants to declare 
America a hate-free zone.

He says we should declare 
“no place for these hate 
groups in America. Hatred of 
blacks, Jews, immigrants — 
all who are seen as ‘the other’ 
— won’t be accepted or tol-
erated or given safe harbor 
anywhere in this nation.”

Biden articulates for us 
here the vision of the “alt-
left.” America gets trans-
formed from being about 
limited government, with 

laws to protect individual 
freedom, to sponsoring 
search and destroy missions 
for eliminating hatred. And, 
of course, Joe Biden and his 
left-wing friends will define 
for us who the haters are.

As sickening as the “alt-
right” racist bigots may 
be, at least we know where 
they’re coming from. They 
make no claim to the high 
ground. Their racism is on 
the table, in the light of day.

But the “alt-left” is 
far more insidious.

Take, for instance, the 
Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter. They are self-appointed 
mission control for iden-
tifying who and where are 
the haters in America.

They publish a “Hate 
Map” on their website, in 
which 917 “hate groups” 
are identified, ripe for 
elimination in the spirit 
of Biden’s appeal.

Included are 101 anti-
Muslim hate groups, but 
somehow not a single anti-
Christian hate group is 

identified. Actually, Chris-
tian groups, in their map, 
turn out to be the haters.

SPLC identifies at least 19 
Christian organizations as 
hate groups. Groups like the 
Alliance Defending Freedom, 
which provides legal coun-
sel to those whose religious 
freedom has being abro-
gated, or Family Research 
Council, which publishes 
research in support of pub-
lic policy consistent with 
traditional Christian values, 
or D. James Kennedy Min-
istries, which, through its 
church and media, dissemi-
nates the Christian gospel 
and sermons of its founder, 
Dr. D. James Kennedy.

Peacefully preaching 
Christian gospel is, in the 
eyes of the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center, an act of 
hate because part of this 
gospel chastises homo-
sexual behavior as sinful.

Unfortunately, in today’s 
tortured culture, sources 
deemed by some author-
ity like CNN or GuideStar, 

which provides data on 
evaluating nonprofit orga-
nizations, reference the 
SPLC “Hate Map” as a guide 
to hate in the country.

Two major corpora-
tions, JP Morgan and Apple, 
announced six-figure con-
tributions to the Southern 
Poverty Law Center after the 
events in Charlottesville.

In a memo to employees, 
JP Morgan’s head of cor-
porate responsibility noted 
that their contribution to 
SPLC is “to further their 
work in tracking, exposing, 
and fighting hate groups and 
other extremist organiza-
tions across the country.”

In 2012, a young man 
entered Family Research 
Council in Washington, 
D.C., and shot the build-
ing manager. He was caught 
and subsequently sentenced 
to 25 years in prison. He 
was a volunteer at a pro-
gay organization and told 
the FBI that he used the 
SPLC hate map to find FRC 
and that his plan was to 

kill as many as he could.
In recent media appear-

ances discussing Charlottes-
ville, I noted the equivalency 
I see between the LGBT 
rainbow flag and the Con-
federate flag. Both stand, as 
I explained, for particular 
dogma and are statements 
of exclusion to those who 
don’t fit their worldview.

Those who don’t 
agree with me are wel-
come to say so.

But instead, the so-called 
advocates of tolerance shut 
down my office in Wash-
ington, D.C., with an ava-
lanche of calls and threats.

We can and must recap-
ture the American vision of 
freedom, where law pro-
tects individual life, liberty 
and property, so our large 
and diverse population 
can live together peace-
fully and productively.

Syndicated columnist 
Star Parker is president of 
CURE, Center for Urban 
Renewal and Education.

In ‘hate-free zone,’ who gets to defi ne hate?
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