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most-committed voters and 
the protector of the disrup-
tive, conservative agenda 
that propelled the celebrity 
businessman to the White 
House.

“It’s a tough pill to swal-
low if Steve is gone because 
you have a Republican West 
Wing that’s filled with gen-
erals and Democrats,” said 
former campaign strategist 
Sam Nunberg, shortly before 
the news of Bannon’s depar-
ture broke. “It would feel like 
the twilight zone.”

From Breitbart, there 
was a dramatic one-word 
warning.

“#WAR,” tweeted Joel B. 
Pollak, a senior editor at large 
at the news site.

Indeed, Bannon’s nation-
alistic, outsider conservatism 
served as a guiding force for 
Trump’s rise to office. He 
injected a dark populism into 
the campaign and sharpened 
its attacks on Democrat 
Hillary Clinton, encour-
aging Trump’s instinct to 
fight and counter-punch at 

every turn. When the release 
of a 2005 tape, in which 
Trump can be heard boast-
ing about groping women, 
threatened to capsize the 
Republican’s campaign, 
Bannon attempted to 
turn the tables by gather-
ing a group of women who 
accused Bill Clinton of sexual 
assault and trying to ambush 
the Democratic nominee at a 
general election debate.

Without him, Trump’s 
agenda is left in the hands 
of more moderate advisers, 
including his son-in-law, his 
daughter and his economic 
adviser whom Bannon has 
slammed as “globalist.”

But Bannon was also 
accused by many of his crit-
ics of leaking to reporters 
in a bid for self-promotion, 
and egging on Trump’s most 
damaging impulses.

Trump spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
Bannon and Chief of Staff 
John Kelly, only recently 
installed himself, had agreed 
that Friday would be Ban-
non’s last day.

“We are grateful for his 
service and wish him the 
best,” she said in the only 
statement from the White 
House.

A combative and unorth-
odox Republican, Bannon 
was a contentious presence 
in a White House divided 
by warring staff loyalties. 
He repeatedly clashed with 
other top advisers, most 
notably Trump’s son-in-
law, Jared Kushner. His 
puppet-master image also 
drew the ire of the president, 
who at times bristled at the 
perception that Bannon was 
the mastermind of his win-
ning campaign and the force 
behind White House policies.

One person close to 
Bannon said he had offered 
his resignation to Trump 
on Aug. 7. It was to go into 
effect a week later, the one-
year anniversary of when 
he officially joined Trump’s 
presidential campaign. But 
the departure was delayed 
after the violence in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, said 
the person, who spoke 
only on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss private 
conversations.

In fact, Bannon has been 
on shaky ground for weeks, 
and his  job appeared 
in jeopardy when Kelly 
announced that he’d be 
embarking on a personnel 
review of West Wing staff.
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Want to go?

What: Joint-legislative Environmental Review Commission meeting on GenX
When: 1:30 p.m. Wednesday
Where: New Hanover County Government Center, 230 Government Center Drive, Wilmington

By Collin Binkley
The Associated Press

MEDFORD, Mass. — 
Some of the brightest 
minds in math arrived at 
Tufts University last week 
to tackle an issue lawyers 
and political scientists 
have been struggling with 
for decades.

They came from col-
leges across the country 
for a weeklong confer-
ence on gerrymandering, 
the practice of crafting 
voting districts in a way 
that favors voters from 
a certain political party 
or demographic. It’s a 
topic of growing inter-
est among many math 
and data experts who say 
their scholarly fields can 
provide new tools to help 
courts identify voting 
maps that are drawn 
unfairly.

Among those working to 
bridge the classroom and 
the courtroom is Moon 
Duchin, a math professor 
at Tufts who orchestrated 
the gathering at her Bos-
ton-area campus. The 
workshop was the first in 
a series being organized 
at campuses nationwide 
to unite academics and 
to harness cutting-edge 
mathematics to address 
gerrymandering.

“Mathematicians are 
coming late to this prob-
lem,” said Duchin, who 
started studying the 
shapes of electoral dis-
tricts after teaching a 
course on voting during 
the presidential primary 
last year. “We think we 
can see underlying math-
ematical principles that 
weren’t visible before.”

Gerrymandering isn’t 
new, and it isn’t always 
illegal. States are given 
wide latitude to draw their 

own voting districts, and 
since at least the 1800s 
politicians have sought 
to cement their power by 
creating districts in which 
certain voting groups are 
spread thinly over many 
districts or clumped heav-
ily into only a few. Either 
way, it dilutes their power.

Drawing districts along 
racial lines has been ruled 
unconstitutional, as in 
North Carolina, where 
a federal court struck 
down 28 districts last year 
because state Republi-
cans relied too heavily 
on race when drawing 
them. Gerrymandering 
along partisan lines has 
survived legal challenges, 
but the Supreme Court 
will revisit the topic this 
year in a Wisconsin law-
suit that experts say could 
be a landmark case.

Mathematicians hope 
to help by offering new 
measurements to evalu-
ate whether a district has 
been drawn unfairly. Until 
recently many courts have 
relied on relatively unsci-
entific methods, experts 
say, often using the so-
called “eyeball test” to see 
if a district’s shape looks 
reasonably compact and 
regular.

By contrast, researchers 
at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign 
have recently created 
a supercomputer algo-
rithm that can compare 
a district to millions of 
hypothetical alternatives 
to determine whether the 
original map is a statisti-
cal outlier, which can offer 
evidence of bias. Teams at 
the University of Michi-
gan and Duke University 
have developed similar 
algorithms.

O t h e r  q u a n t i t a t i v e 
methods that have gained 

traction include the “effi-
ciency gap” formula,
which measures to what
extent a political party
benefited from district
boundaries in a particu-
lar election. Duchin at
Tufts is working on her
own “curvature” metric
that combines two major
measures of compactness.

Some of the updated
approaches helped con-
vince a federal court in
Wisconsin last year that
the state’s voting dis-
tricts amounted to illegal
partisan gerrymandering,
and legal experts say the
swarm of new data tools
could reshape how cases
are decided.

“Traditional redistrict-
ing disputes have sort of a
he-said, she-said aspect
to them,” said Michael
Li, senior redistricting
counsel at the Brennan
Center for Justice at New
York University. “Statis-
tical tests and data-driven
tests can be really helpful
to courts in ascertaining
when a map goes too far,
when something is sta-
tistically unlikely to be
randomly reproduced.”

At the college work-
shops, Duchin is trying
to spark conversations
that could lead to even
more tests and to sort
out which are best. She’s
also bringing in lawyers to
train mathematicians how
to testify as expert wit-
nesses in gerrymandering
lawsuits so they can apply
and defend the tests.

L e g a l  t e a m s  h a v e
already contacted Duchin
requesting expert wit-
nesses right away, she
s a i d ,  a n d  d e m a n d  i s
expected to surge after
new congressional dis-
tricts are drawn following
the 2020 census.

Math experts help 
address gerrymandering

“Legislative hearings 
will provide a transparent 
process to help lawmakers 
and the public understand 
what happened, review the 
administration’s handling 
of this matter, and hope-
fully begin the process of 
identifying ways for the 
administration to address 
the immediate problem of 
GenX contamination in our 
water,” said House Speaker 
Tim Moore, R-Cleveland, 
and Senate Leader Phil 
Berger, R-Rockingham, in a 
joint statement.

Wednesday’s meeting, 
which is open to the public, 
will convene at 1:30 pm at 
the New Hanover County 
Government Center. Rep. 
Chris Millis, R-Pender, is a 
member of the commission, 
and Reps. Holly Grange, 
R-New Hanover, Frank 
Iler, R-Brunswick, and Ted 
Davis, R-New Hanover, are 
advisory members.

Lawmakers said Che-
mours, local officials and 
the secretaries of the N.C. 
Department of Environ-
mental Quality (DEQ) 
and N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services 
(DHHS) are invited to attend 

Wednesday’s meeting. It 
will be the first of “multiple 
meetings the commission 
will hold regarding the GenX 
discharge,” the commission 
said in a statement.

The discharge of the 
unregulated chemical from 
Chemours’ Fayetteville 
Works plant, about 100 
miles upstream from Wilm-
ington, into the Cape Fear 
River was first reported by 
the StarNews in early June. 
Since then, the company 
has ceased all releases, and 
sampling has shown levels 
of the chemical in the river 
have fallen dramatically. 
But officials and residents 
have been left to wonder, 
however, whether the 
GenX readings are drop-
ping because Chemours is 
capturing all of its discharge 
or because the vinyl ether 
process, which creates the 
chemical as a byproduct, is 
not in production. The most 
recent production cycle 
stopped July 28, according to 
a DEQ spokeswoman, and it 
is unclear when production 
might resume. Chemours’ 
officials have repeatedly 
declined to talk about pro-
duction schedules.

GenX has become a politi-
cal issue over the past several 
weeks as Gov. Roy Coo-
per’s administration and 
the General Assembly have 
battled over the appropriate 

response to the unregulated 
chemical.

The Cooper administra-
tion’s has proposed spending 
nearly $2.6 million in emer-
gency funds that would 
be used to restore water 
resources regulators to 
DEQ, perpetually monitor 
for GenX’s presence in the 
Cape Fear, and form a Water 
Safety Unit in DHHS.

But Republican state sena-
tors, including the region’s 
two members — Sen. Michael 
Lee, R-New Hanover, and 
Bill Rabon, R-Brunswick, 
questioned the necessity of 
Cooper’s request and have 
asked DEQ to prove it needs 
the additional resources.

Woody White, chairman 
of the New Hanover County 
Commissioners, on Friday 
said he was pleased to hear 
the commission would be 
visiting the epicenter of the 
GenX crisis.

“I think this is exactly 
what needs to happen,” he 
said, adding adding that the 
meeting represented a good 
first step toward figuring 
out some of the short-term 
funding issues related to 
GenX and long-term policy 
choices regarding the state’s 
water.

Reporter Kevin Maurer can 
be reached at 910-343-
2384 or Kevin.Maurer@
GateHouseMedia.com.
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Victim had just left  
a convenience store 
and headed to a 
recording studio 
when he was shot

By Hannah DelaCourt
StarNews Staff

WILMINGTON — One 
man was shot Friday 
afternoon near the inter-
section of Greenfield and 
Eighth streets, according 
to the Wilmington Police 
Department.

A report of shots fired 
came in around 3:15 p.m., 
according to New Hanover 
County dispatch.

L i n d a  T h o m p s o n ,  a 
spokesman for the police 
department, said the man 
was shot while leaving 
a convenience store and 
was heading toward Pyra-
mid Rehearsal & Recording 
Studio, 801 Greenfield St., 
when he was shot.

“ H e  h a d  g o n e  i n t o 
the convenience store, 
had bought a few items, 
and was headed back to 
the recording studio,” 

Thompson said. “Someone 
came by and fired multiple 
shots at him. He was able 
to run off to the side of the 
building, he saw someone 
and got into their car and 
they took him to the emer-
gency room.”

Thompson said it was 
not yet clear if the man was 
shot by someone on foot or 
in a car.

She said the man suf-
fered non-life-threatening 
injuries.

No arrests have been 

made. Thompson said 
police are searching for a 
suspect.

Anyone with information 
may call the police depart-
ment at 910-343-3609 or 
anonymously submit a 
tip via Text-A-Tip. Send 
“Tip708” and the informa-
tion to 274637 (CRIMES).

Reporter Hannah Dela-
Court can be reached 
at 910-343-2075 or 
Hannah.DelaCourt@
StarNewsOnline.com.

Man shot on 
Greenfi eld Street

One man was shot Friday afternoon near the intersection of 
Greenfi eld and Eighth streets, according to the Wilmington 
Police Department. The victim suffered non-life-threatening 
injuries. [CONTRIBUTED PHOTO]


