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OUR VIEW

N.C. voters
have right to
fair districts
StarNews Editorial Board

T

he prospect of making North Carolina’s gerrymandered districts fair — and doing so
in a timely manner — isn’t looking good.
N.C. House and Senate Republicans have hired
Beltway computer geek Tom Hofeller to draw maps.
He’s being paid $50,000 in taxpayer money for what
essentially is political consulting.
Insiders might recall that Hofeller drew the maps
that helped give the GOP a hammer-lock.
Before Hofeller’s magic, Democrats had a 7-6
majority in the U.S. House delegation. That’s now
9-3 for Republicans, despite the state being about as
politically balanced as they come.
In 2012, slightly more than half of North Carolinians voted for Democrats in General Assembly races.
Thanks to creative districting, however, the GOP
wound up with veto-proof majorities in both houses.
Go figure.
Hofeller is one of a coterie of computer gurus that
the Atlantic Monthly called “the League of Dangerous Mapmakers.” The native Californian has never
lived in North Carolina and doesn’t know much
about it. He doesn’t have to. He has the population maps, including where minority voters live,
and results showing voting patterns to the block.
With nifty computer software, he can draw lines —
sometimes, very squiggly lines — guaranteeing safe
margins to as many Republicans as possible.
Downtown Wilmington residents found themselves for a while represented by Congressman
Walter Jones Jr., a Farmville Republican whose district abuts Virginia. David Rouzer, who represents
the biggest coastal city and region in the state, lives
in that coastal mecca, Benson.
Some of Hofeller’s work has been overturned. In
May, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that two Tar
Heel congressional districts were unconstitutional.
Legislators apparently hope that he can come up
with something that will satisfy the high court’s
ruling while keeping outcomes pretty much as they
are.
There’s another way to do this, of course. Last
year, Duke University convened a panel of retired
state judges — Democrats and Republicans — to
draw maps. The results were quite sensible.
We want to be clear — our push for fair districts
is not about getting more Democrats elected. If fair
districts are put in place and Republicans keep their
veto-proof majorities, more power to them.
Republicans, of course, owe no favors to the
Democrats, who once did their share of gerrymandering. They do, however, owe it to the people of
North Carolina to create a voting landscape that’s
not rigged.
So why not provide a fair playing field, let the sides
put up their best candidates and ideas, and see who
wins? Sort of like letting the free market work. Isn’t
that a Republican tenet?
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You talking to me?
EDITOR: My father met my
mother while he was stationed in
Texas during World War II. They
married and moved to his home in
New York. As a child I lived in New
York and spent summers in Texas.
My great-great-grandfathers
fought at the battle of Gettysburg
on opposite sides (both lost arms).
I have lived half my life in New
York and half in North Carolina. I
have good perspective on Northerners and Southerners. I have
experienced your southern hospitality first hand, and no I did not let
the door hit me on the way out (I
never left, so there).
There are unique differences but
more in common than not. We are
both great and the diversity makes
for a stronger community if we
embrace it. So just get over it.
Rodney Robbins, Wilmington

The hull truth
EDITOR: Why spend millions to
make the bottom of the battleship
watertight? Why does it need to
float? It’s not going anywhere and
will never fight again. It’s a wonderful memorial. I don’t think it
can sink where it is, but if sinking in
place is the problem there certainly
are other solutions.
George Clark, Wrightsville Beach

Editor’s note: We asked battleship executive director Capt. Terry
Bragg to respond:
The Battleship North Carolina was donated to the state of
North Carolina by the Navy in
1961 with stipulations – that the
ship be maintained in a condition
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