
League of Women Voters of the Lower Cape Fear 
 

Position on Eagles Island Rezoning Request 
 
The League of Women Voters of the United States has adopted land use positions 
that “promote resource conservation, stewardship and long range planning with the 
responsibility for managing natural resources shared by all levels of government.” 
Land should be managed “as a finite resource that incorporates principles of 
stewardship.” Adopted positions of the League of Women Voters of North Carolina 
support acquisition “of lands for public purposes which should include not only 
health, safety and welfare, but also recreation, housing, industrial siting, aesthetics 
and environmental protection.” 
 
Accordingly, after examination of the issues involved in the rezoning of parcel PID 
R05300-001-002-000 on Eagles Island to residential, the League of Women Voters 
of the Lower Cape Fear joins the NHC Soil and Water Conservation District in 
opposition to the rezoning request by Diamondback Development, LLC pending 
before the NHC Planning Board. 
 
Reasons:  

A. Planning: This rezoning proposal is not consistent with the established plan 
and consequent land acquisition initiated under the Cape Fear Corridor Plan, 
Vision 20-20 and the Eagles Island Coalition since the 1990s. Disruption of 
this process will interfere with past gains and future efforts to protect the 
rich cultural and natural resources of Eagles Island.  
 

B. Stewardship of Natural Resources: Less than 3 of the15 acres under 
consideration have an elevation greater than the base flood plane of 9 feet. 
Significant development of either large scale residences or mixed use 
development in a riverine flood plain will result in significant repercussions 
for the surrounding area, some that scientists might anticipate, others that 
that they will not.  The professional County Planning Staff indicated there 
was “insufficient information to ensure the County’s…. natural resources will 
be protected.”  

 
C. Preservation and acquisition of land for Public purposes—recreation, 

aesthetics:  
1. The property has high visibility from the Wilmington Riverwalk, voted 

the “Best American River Front” by USA Today readers in 2014.  Why 
destroy a good thing?  

2. The property is next to the Battleship North Carolina and ideal for 
park/green space to promote recreation and instruction in the rich 
cultural and ecological history of Eagles Island and New Hanover County. 
Such a space is part of the long range planning of the Eagles Island 



Coalition and would complement current cultural activities/education 
and park spaces.  

 
D. Economic Interests of the County: 

1. Battleship Road floods at regular intervals during storms and high tides. 
Future residents will pressure the county to provide a flood free road to 
their property.  Flood-related incidents may well cost taxpayers in the 
future.  

2. Tourism is a major economic engine in New Hanover County. Two issues 
bear repeating. First, the river view from the Riverwalk is a major draw 
for the County. Riverfront housing on Eagles Island will detract 
significantly from that view. Secondly, establishment of an educational 
and recreational area adjacent to the Battleship would increase the draw 
of residents and visitors to the Battleship, increase the community’s 
understanding of the rich cultural and historical heritage of the area and 
provide a place to begin the exploration of the unique ecosystem of 
Eagles Island.  

 
We urge our elected representatives to reject this rezoning application. 
Development of this property should supplement the current uses of the adjacent 
property, and complement the current acquisition, restoration and maintenance 
programs of the NHC Soil and Water Conservation District and the Eagles Island 
Coalition.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


